“Expedited Grant Review” policy

Under current law, 32 V.S.A. Sec. 5, the Joint Fiscal Committee has 30 days to review any “grant, gift,
loan, or any sum of money or thing of value” to the State of Vermont that have been accepted by the
Governor. Unless the Committee acts to place an item on its agenda, the grant is considered approved.
When a grant is placed on the Joint Fiscal Committee agenda, approval is subject to a vote of the Committee.

Under limited circumstances, it may be necessary for the Joint Fiscal Committee to take action on an
item in advance of the expiration of the 30 day review period. The Fiscal Year 2011 Appropriations
Act, in Sec. E.127.2, amended current law to explicitly allow the Joint Fiscal Committee to establish a
policy for expediting review of these requests. The following policy is set forth to allow the Joint Fiscal
Committee to approve acceptance of an item prior to the end of the 30 day review period without
necessitating a formal committee meeting.

Pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Sec. 5(a)(2), it is the policy of the Joint Fiscal Committee that the statutory 30 day
review period may be waived, and the Governor’s approval considered final, if members of the Joint Fiscal
Committee agree to waive the balance of the review period.

The process for waiving the balance of the review period is as follows:

1. An agency or department, or a member of the General Assembly, must make a request for expedited
consideration of an item to the Chair (or vice-chair) of the Joint Fiscal Committee.

2. The Chair of the Joint Fiscal Committee (or vice-chair) will decide whether or not to grant this
request. If the request is granted, staff will be authorized to conduct a canvass of the Committee for
the purpose of waiving the balance of the review period.

3. Staff shall canvass members via email, telephone, or mail, and maintain a record of all responses.

4. At least seven (7) affirmative responses to the request to waive the balance of the review period must
be received. The review period shall not be waived in the event of an objection by any member of
the Joint Fiscal Committee.

5. The Joint Fiscal Office shall notify the requesting agency or department of the result of this action.

6. A memorandum recording the waiving of a review period shall be placed on file at the Joint Fiscal
Office.

Statutory Basis:
32 V.S.A. § 5. Acceptance of grants

(a) No original of any grant, gift, loan, or any sum of money or thing of value may be accepted by any
agency, department, commission, board, or other part of state government except as follows:

ek
(2) The governor’s approval shall be final unless within 30 days of receipt of such information a
member of the joint fiscal committee requests such grant be placed on the agenda of the joint fiscal
committee, or, when the general assembly is in session, be held for legislative approval. In the event of
such request, the grant shall not be accepted until approved by the joint fiscal committee or the
legislature. The 30-day period may be reduced where expedited consideration is warranted in
accordance with adopted joint fiscal committee policies. During the legislative session the joint fiscal
committee shall file a notice with the house and senate clerks for publication in the respective calendars

of any grant approval requests that are submitted by the administration.
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